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Range extension of Tylototriton uyenoi discovered in Mae
Wong National Park, Kamphaeng Phet province, western

Thailand

Extension de l'aire de Tylotriton uyenoi découvert dans le Parc national de Mae Wong,
province de Kamphaeng Phet, ouest de la Thailande.

Porrawee POMCHOTE®, Wichase KHONSUE @, Panupong THAMMACHOTI®, Pitak SAPEWISUT®

et Axel HERNANDEZ®

@ Department of Biology, Faculty of Science, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 10330, Thailand.

@ Department of Biology, Faculty of Science, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai 50200, Thailand.

© *Department of Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Sciences and Technics, University Pasquale Paoli of Corsica, Corte, 20250,

France.

Corresponding author email: Axel Hernandez - hernandez.axel.1989@gmail.com

Résumé - Extension d'aire de Tylototriton uyenoi découvert au Parc National de Mae Wong, province
de Kamphaeng Phet, Thailande de I'Ouest. La salamandre crocodile d'Uéno a été observée pour la
premiére fois au parc national de Mae Wong dans la province de Khamphaeng Phet, Thailande de l'ouest.
Une seule femelle adulte a été trouvée au site de campement de Chong Yen dans la partie nord-ouest du
parc a 1,322 m a.s.l. par Sukhuan Yangwachana. De nouvelles populations sont probablement présentes
dans les montagnes environnantes. Nous discutons brievement de la distribution de l'espece.

Crocodile newts of the genus Tylototriton inhabits
tropical and subtropical, moist broadleaf and
montane evergreen forests close to water bodies,
ephemeral ponds or small streams and springs at
moderate to high elevations between 1,200 and
1,900 m above mean sea level (a.sl) in northern
Thailand (Pomchote et al. 2008, Nishikawa et al.
2013, Hernandez 2016a,b, Dowwiangkan et al. 2018,
Hernandez & Pomchote 2020a,b,c). Five species
are reported in the mountainous and steep regions
of this country including: T. uyenoi, T. panhai,
T. anguliceps, T. verrucosus and T. phukhaensis
(Nishikawa et al. 2013, Le et al. 2015, Pomchote et
al. 2020a,b). Many field surveys were done in recent
years to assess the poorly known distribution,
natural history and ecological preferences of these
threatened crocodile newts (Hernandez 2015,
2016a,b, Hernandez & Pomchote 2020a,c).

Tylototriton uyenoi shows the widest distribution
compared to other crocodile newts found in Thailand
(Hernandez et al. 2019, Hernandez & Pomchote
2020c¢). The species occurs in the northwestern
parts of Thailand through the Daen Lao Hills, the
Thanon Thong Chai Range up to the Dawna Range
including Doi Ang Khang, Doi Chang Kien, Chiang
Dao Wildlife Sanctuary, Doi Inthanon, Doi Pui, Doi

Suthep in Chiang Mai province; Namtok Mae Surin
in Mae Hong Son province; Doi Mon Jong, Doi Soi
Malai, Umphang Wildlife Sanctuary in Tak province
and Khao Laem National Park in Kanchanaburi
province (Pomchote et al. 2008, Nishikawa et al.
2013, Hernandez 2015, 2016a,b, Hernandez et al
2019, Hernandez & Pomchote 2020¢).

Here we report a new locality of T. uyenoi in western
Thailand (Fig. 1). On 2 September 2020, around
8.00 a.m. in foggy weather at Chong Yen campsite
and viewpoint located at northwestern part of Mae
Wong National Park, Kamphaeng Phet province,
western Thailand (16°06°01” N, 99°06’28” E) at 1,322
m a.s.l, Mr. Sukhuan Yangwachana, a park ranger,
accidentally found one adult female (Fig. 2) hiding
in a large grassland around a camping site through
mixed broadleaf and montane evergreen forest (Fig.
3). The specimen showed morphological characters
of T uyenoi as previously described (Nishikawa et
al. 2013, Pomchote et al. 2020a) by having snout
rounded to blunt, the cranial crests wide and rather
curved medially at posterior end, the sagittal ridge
on the head distinct, the vertebral ridge wide and
segmented, and the rib nodules rounded and
isolated. This specimen had dark orange markings
on the head, trunk, limbs, and tail. The venter is
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moderately lighter than the dorsum. It measured a
total length (TL) of about 170 mm.

Lastly, our new record supports that crocodile newts
inhabit mainly moist mixed deciduous and hill
evergreen forests in mountainous and steep areas
through the southern Daen Lao range, the Dawna
range up to the northern Tenasserim hills in the
northwestern parts of Thailand (Pomchote et al
2008, Nishikawa et al. 2013, Hernandez et al. 2019,

Hernandez & Pomchote 2020¢). More field surveys
are needed to resolve the exact distribution of
T. uyenoi and to establish conservation priorities.

Acknowledgements: We would express our thanks to Kitiphat
Tarapiban, Tongchai Thitiphuree and Chatmongkon Suwannapoom
for kind support in our field work. We would like to thank Sukhuan
Yangwachana for the precious information. We also thank the
Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation (DNP)
and the Chulalongkorn University.

15
»

4 i

M

Kilometers

15

)

0 125 250

T
105

Figure 1- Map showing the new record of T. uyenoi found in Mae Wong National Park,
Kamphaeng Phet province, western Thailand.

Figure 1 - Carte montrant le nouveau signalement de T. uyenoi trouvé dans le parc
national de Mae Wong, province de Kamphaeng Phet, ouest de la Thailande.

Figure 2 - Adult female of T. uyenoi found at the new locality. Picture: Sukhuan
Yangwachana.

Figure 2 - Femelle adulte de T. uyenoi trouvée dans la nouvelle localité. Photo : Sukhuan

Yangwachana.
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Figure 3 - General view of the habitat where the specimen was
found. Picture: Porrawee Pomchote.

Figure 3 - Vue générale de 'habitat ou le spécimen a été trouvé.
Photo : Porrawee Pomchote.
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